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Tuesday, September 1, 2020
During this COVID-19 pandemic and other future events, the CDM will
continue to be a source of reliable information, education and models for
mitigation, preparedness, response and recovery. As the pace of new
information and changes has slowed and out of respect for the volume of
everyone’s communications, we have changed the frequency of our
newsletter to once per week.

David Markenson, M.D., M.B.A.
Director
Center for Disaster Medicine

COVID-19 Statistics
Total Cases

Total Deaths

Total Recovered

Total Tested

Worldwide

25,296,935

850,762

16,830,468

No Data

United States

6,031,013

183,598

2,184,825

78,292,321

New Jersey

191,960

15,945

33,912

2,857,918

New York

434,756

32,957

75,100

8,263,033

Connecticut
52,879
4,465
8,967
Information as of 9/1/20 at 0500 EDT. Source: https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
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United States COVID-19 Case Map / GIS
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Coordinating volunteers to support local public health response to COVID-19.
Conducting research and analysis of current events and COVID-19 response to
identify strengths and areas for improvement in other regions.
Updating and developing new programs to provide enhanced education on
public health emergencies including pandemics.
Redesigning summer fellowship in disaster and emergency medicine to better
address preparedness skills, lessons learned and highlight the importance of
high-fidelity simulation in medical education while finding new focus on
pandemic-related research projects.
Exploring course development opportunities in infection prevention and control
for frontline responders in the hospital and in the field.
Serving as a source of information for COVID-19 related concerns or questions
regarding public health, emergency medical service (EMS), public safety and
healthcare response.
Local networking and pandemic response analysis for New York’s tri-state area,
using first-person experiences to highlight current trends.

Federal Updates


The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced a new clinical trial to study
convalescent plasma for treating seriously ill COVID-19 patients as part of a larger effort to
give Veterans faster access to potential COVID-19 treatments and test the treatments’
effectiveness. The trial is the first of multiple studies in VA Coronavirus Research and
Efficacy Studies (VA CURES), a master protocol that offers a standardized framework for
studying potential treatments for COVID-19 without the need for a new study design and
protocol each time. https://www.va.gov/opa/pressrel/pressrelease.cfm?id=5510

The White House
The President’s 30 Days to Slow the Spread ended on April 30. President Trump has unveiled
Guidelines for Opening Up America Again, a three-phased approach based on the advice of
public health experts. These steps will help state and local officials when reopening their
economies, getting people back to work, and continuing to protect American lives. To review
the Guidelines and obtain additional information regarding Opening Up America Again:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/openingamerica/

Health and Human Services (HHS)
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/coronavirus/index.html
Trump Administration Announces the Distribution of $2.5 Billion to Nursing Homes for COVID19 Relief Funding
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/08/27/trump-administration-announces-2-5-billion-tonursing-homes-for-covid-19-relief-funding.html

National Institutes of Health (NIH)
Phase 3 Clinical Testing in the U.S. of AstraZeneca COVID-10 Vaccine Candidate Begins
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/phase-3-clinical-testing-us-astrazenecacovid-19-vaccine-candidate-begins
People with intellectual and developmental disabilities disproportionately affected by COVID19
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/people-intellectual-developmentaldisabilities-disproportionately-affected-covid-19

United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/counterterrorism-andemerging-threats/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19



FDA Issues Daily Update for August 31, 2020, including FDA-authorized 221
tests under EUAs, which include 179 molecular tests, 39 antibody tests, and 3
antigen tests.



FDA Announces Advisory Committee Meeting to Discuss COVID-19 Vaccines
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/coronavirus-covid-19update-fda-announces-advisory-committee-meeting-discuss-covid-19-vaccines



FDA Broadens Emergency Use Authorization for Veklury (remdesivir) to Include
All Hospitalized Patients for Treatment of COVID-19 https://www.fda.gov/newsevents/press-announcements/covid-19-update-fda-broadens-emergency-useauthorization-veklury-remdesivir-include-all-hospitalized



Is Your Hand Sanitizer on FDA’s List of Products You Should Not Use?
https://www.fda.gov/consumers/consumer-updates/your-hand-sanitizer-fdas-listproducts-you-should-not-use



FDA Authorizes First Diagnostic Test Where Results Can Be Read Directly From
Testing Card https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/covid-19update-fda-authorizes-first-diagnostic-test-where-results-can-be-read-directlytesting-card

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/index.html
For daily updates of cases in United States
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/cases-in-us.html
To view the CDC’s updated weekly COVID-19 surveillance report
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview.html
To view CDC’s updated information on Testing in the United States
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/testing-in-us.html
To view CDC’s guidance on Contact Tracing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/open-america/contact-tracing.html
To view the updated CDC’s Frequently Asked Questions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/faq.html
CDC issues Information for Pediatric Healthcare Providers
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/pediatric-hcp.html
CDC issues Information for Healthcare Professionals about Coronavirus (COVID-19)
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/index.html
CDC issues Guidance for Preparing K-12 School Administrators for a Safe Return to
School in Fall 2020

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/prepare-safereturn.html
Dr. Robert R. Redfield Statement on “Preventing and Mitigating SARS-CoV-2
Transmission — Four Overnight Camps, Maine, June–August 2020”
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s0826-statement-preventing-sars-cov-2.html

Clinical Trials
To view the latest information on clinical trials regarding COVID-19:
https://clinicaltrials.gov/ct2/results?cond=COVID-19

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS)
CMS provides Point of Care Antigen Testing Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/clia-poc-ag-test-enforcement-discretion.pdf
CMS Releases Additional Frequently Asked Questions on the Treatment of Coronavirus
Disease Relief Payments on Medicare Cost Report
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-releases-additional-frequently-askedquestions-treatment-coronavirus-disease-relief-payments

American Red Cross
https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/dlp/plasma-donations-from-recovered-covid19-patients.html

State Updates
New York






Governor Andrew M. Cuomo deployed a testing team to Western New York to address
the recent uptick in COVID-19 cases in the region. The team will open free rapid testing
sites across the region in partnership with Kaleida Health, Erie County Medical Center,
and Catholic Health. Eight new testing sites are open.
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-deploys-testing-swat-team-andannounces-new-temporary-testing-sites-western-new
Governor Cuomo issued guidance for infection rates on college campuses and
mitigation actions schools must take when the infection rate rises above certain levels.
The guidance comes following reports of students at large gatherings, and experiences
in other states with clusters developing with return to in-person classes.
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/Higher_Education_D
etailed_Guidelines.pdf
Governor Cuomo deployed a team to SUNY Oneonta on August 31 to contain a COVID19 cluster that has developed there. The State team will include 71 contact tracers and
eight case investigators. New York State will also open three free, rapid testing sites in
the city of Oneonta. The sites will be open to all city residents by appointment, and
results come back in 15 minutes. https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomodeploys-swat-team-suny-oneonta-contain-covid-19-cluster

New York State Department of Health (DOH)
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
For the latest information about COVID-19 testing
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-testing#overview
For a list of positive cases by county in New York State
https://covid19tracker.health.ny.gov/views/NYS-COVID19-Tracker/NYSDOHCOVID-19TrackerMap?%3Aembed=yes&%3Atoolbar=no&%3Atabs=n
For the NYS DOH Weekly healthcare provider update
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/weekly-health-provider-webinar
To learn the latest on the NYS DOH COVID-19 Travel Advisory
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced the locations of three new temporary rapid testing sites
that will open in the City of Oneonta, Otsego County, on September 2.
https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-locations-three-new-free-rapidtesting-sites-opening-wednesday-oneonta

New Jersey




With the school year starting in New Jersey amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,
Governor Phil Murphy announced plans to dedicate $250 million in funding from the
federal Coronavirus Relief Fund, which will provide additional support to children and
their families as well as for thousands of child care providers with resources. These
plans are highlighted in the Governor's FY2021 revised Budget Proposal as part of the
state's spending plan for the $2.39 billion federal Coronavirus Relief Fund.
https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200828a.shtml
Governor Murphy signed legislation (A3791) which authorizes municipalities and
counties to borrow funds to cover revenue shortfalls and expenditures caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, by issuing bonds and notes. The final legislation included
improvements recommended by Governor Murphy in his prior conditional veto issued on
July 30, 2020. https://nj.gov/governor/news/news/562020/approved/20200831e.shtml

Connecticut


The Connecticut Judicial Branch announced that some court operations will resume at
four locations on September 8.
https://jud.ct.gov/HomePDFs/PressRelease_Expansion.pdf

Local Updates
New York Blood Center (NYBC)
For the latest updated NYBC information about COIVD-19:
https://www.nybc.org/covid-19/
NYBC Research Confirms Effectiveness of Rapid Serological Test for COVID-19
https://www.nybc.org/news/articles/new-york-blood-center-research-confirms-effectiveness-rapidserological-test-covid-19/

New York City (NYC) Department of Health and Mental Hygiene (DOHMH)
https://www1.nyc.gov/site/doh/covid/covid-19-main.page
For NYC DOHMH’s COVID-19 information for providers
https://www1.nyc.gov /site/doh/covid/covid -19-prov iders.page
For the NYC DOHMH’s updated summary regarding quarantine, isolation and transmission
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-quarantine-precautions.pdf

For the NYC DOHMH’s updated FAQs for health care providers
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/doh/downloads/pdf/imm/covid-19-provider-faqs.pdf

Westchester County Department of Health
https://health.westchestergov.com/2019-novel-coronavirus
Westchester County Executive Latimer provides update on August 31, 2020
https://www.westchestergov.com/home/all-press-releases/8611-county-executive-george-latimergives-august-31-covid-19-briefing-from-liberty-lines-bus-depot-in-valhalla

Putnam County Department of Health
https://www.putnamcountyny.com/health/coronavirus/

Dutchess County Department of Health
https://www.dutchessny.gov/Departments/DBCH/2019-Novel-Coronavirus.htm

Orange County Department of Health
https://www.orangecountygov.com/1906/2019-Novel-Coronavirus-Information

Rockland County Department of Health
https://rocklandgov.com/departments/health/coronavirus-covid-19/

Healthcare
For the latest COVID-19 information for healthcare facilities from the Greater New York Hospital
Association that covers hospitals in the tri-state area
https://www.gnyha.org/
Updated GNYHA Public Health Agency Supply Management Guidance
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-surveillance-and-testing-treatment-guidance-2/
Updated GNYHA Public Health Surge Planning Guidance
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/agency-surge-planning-guidance/
For the latest information on agency prevention and treatment guidance
https://www.gnyha.org/tool/cdc-doh-and-dohmh-prevention-and-treatment-guidance/
GNYHA Health Care Workforce Wellbeing and Resilience Resources
https://www.gnyha.org/news/gnyha-health-care-workforce-wellbeing-and-resilience-resources/
CMS Releases Interim Final Rule on Mandatory COVID-19 Reporting, Updates Hospital QualityRelated Programs
https://www.gnyha.org/news/cms-releases-interim-final-rule-on-mandatory-covid-19-reportingupdates-hospital-quality-related-programs/

Center for Disaster Medicine Media
New York Medical College Leadership News:
Dr. Amler on Fox 5 NY Discussing COVID-19 Reinfections
Fox 5 New York
8/25/2020
https://youtu.be/WLRnbyP4SY8
Robert W. Amler, M.D., M.B.A., vice president for government affairs and dean of the School
of Health Sciences and Practice
Faculty News:
Why This Expert Has Hope for a 'Silver Bullet' Against Coronavirus
NBC
8/28/2020
https://www.nbcconnecticut.com/news/national-international/in-a-week-of-layoffs-in-the-usmgm-resorts-adds-18000-more/2325553/
Robert G. Lahita, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine
Husband-and-Wife Doctors Write Children’s Book on Coronavirus
The Examiner
8/27/2020
https://www.theexaminernews.com/husband-and-wife-doctors-write-childrens-book-oncoronavirus/
Adam E. Block, Ph.D., assistant professor of public health in the Division of Health Policy and
Management
Adjusting to life in the pandemic
Newsday
8/25/2020
https://www.newsday.com/opinion/newsday-opinion-the-point-newsletter-1.48570892
Adam E. Block, Ph.D., assistant professor of public health in the Division of Health Policy and
Management
Long Island couple writes back-to-school coronavirus children's book
ABC 7 New York
8/25/2020
https://abc7ny.com/education/long-island-couple-writes-back-to-school-coronavirus-childrensbook/6388445/
Adam E. Block, Ph.D., assistant professor of public health in the Division of Health Policy and
Management

Every effort is made to provide accurate and complete information in this newsletter. However, New
York Medical College cannot guarantee that there will be no errors. NYMC makes no claims, promises or

guarantees about the accuracy, completeness, or adequacy of the contents of the newsletters or the
articles linked herein and further expressly disclaims liability for errors and omissions in the contents of
this newsletter.
This newsletter is for informational purposes only; it does not constitute medical advice. Always seek the
advice of your physician or other qualified health provider with any questions you may have regarding a
medical condition.

New York Medical College
Center for Disaster Medicine
7 Dana Road Suite 511
Valhalla, New York 10595
914-594-1750
https://www.nymc.edu/center-for-disaster-medicine/

